
Major's Exposé: January News on the River Raisin
Happy New Year!  We look forward to sharing all the new  developments at the River
Raisin National Battlefield Park with you this year. January brings National Soup Month
and National Hobby Month!   Volunteering is a great hobby. We use volunteers for field
trips, programming, exhibit development, events, and re-enacting.   If you would like to
volunteer, contact us by email info@battlefieldfoundation.org or inquire on our website
www.thebattlefield.org.

Your support has made a difference! We want to say thank you! The Foundation in 2023
raised funds for new exhibits, increased membership, provided more programming, and
made a significant impact on our community. Your commitment helps us with our mission
and vision to provide a world class educational experience.  If you are not a Foundation
member, we invite you to join us in 2024 to shape the future of the National Battlefield
Park with your membership and donations that are tax-deductible. We are grateful for all
the ways you support the River Raisin NBP Foundation.

The Visitor Center is open 7 days a week from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Shop the River
Raisin Trade Depot gift shop inside the Visitor Center for books, games, National Park
passports and more. If you are a Foundation member, mention your name at check out
for your 10% member discount on every purchase (fine art exclusions apply).

Annual Commemoration
Saturday,  January 20, 2024

The National Park Service and River Raisin NBP Foundation, in partnership with the
Friends of the River Raisin Battlefield and the City of Monroe, presents the Anniversary
Commemoration of the Battles of the River Raisin that took place in January 1813.  The
day long events on Saturday, January 20th include tactical demonstrations, film and
artifact presentations, and the traditional Wreath Laying Ceremony held at Noon.

The event takes place at the River Raisin National Battlefield Park’s Visitor Center at 333
North Dixie Hwy, Monroe, Michigan 48162. The event is free and open to the public. For
more information, please call 734-243-7136.
 

Commemoration Event Schedule
11:00am: Tactical Demonstration
Presented by the Friends of the River Raisin Battlefield

12:00pm: Commemorative Wreath Laying Ceremony
Presented by the National Park Service

1:00pm: Park Films Hull's Trace, Removal, Remember the Raisin showing in Visitor
Center Theater

2:30pm: Artifacts of General James Winchester Presentation in Visitor Center Theater
Presented by Cragfront Historic Site

3:30pm: Park Film Untold Legacy of the River Raisin showing in Visitor Center Theater

Partner Spotlight

  The Monroe County Intermediate School District (MCISD) is a regional educational agency
comprised of 9 public school districts, 2 charter schools and 15 non-public schools.  The MCISD
collaborates with a wide range of community organizations to address early childhood
development, school safety and other social issues that affect students, in addition to
professional development for educators.  
  The Foundation and River Raisin National Battlefield Park have partnered with the MCISD is
several ways. A curriculum consultant is on site at the Park to work with schools to develop Field
Trips that meet state curriculum standards. They also provide the staff and information
technology to produce virtual field trips and presentations delivered right to the classroom.
  In the summer of 2023, the MCISD arranged a retreat for superintendents of school districts to
provide a forum for administrators to explore best practices and emerging strategies that take
learning to the next level of excellence. Below is a photo of the superintendents after a team
building exercise in the Axe Throwing Range in the Education Center.
  The MCISD and Foundation share a mission for quality educational opportunities for learners of
all ages and community relationships to capitalize on educational development. 
A sincere thank you to the MCISD who are preparing students for tomorrow's world!
 

January is National Soup Month! We are sharing a recipe for Yellow Split Pea Soup that
is a French-Canadian staple during the winter months.  You can you use substitute green
split peas, as yellow peas may only be available at specialty grocery stores. The Friends
of the River Raisin Battlefield local re-enactor group often prepare this soup for re-
enactments and gatherings.

French-Canadian Yellow Split Pea Soup

2 cups dried yellow peas (water to soak)
2 quarts cold water
1/2 lb. bacon, cut up; or, one smoked ham hock
1 onion, minced
1/2 cup minced celery
2 carrots, chopped
1/4 cup minced parsley
Salt and pepper, to taste
1/2 tsp. allspice
Garnishes: green onion, bacon, ham, croutons

1) Soak peas overnight in water.
2) The next day, boil the split peas for 10 minutes in water to cover. Drain and discard
soaking water.
3) Place soaked split peas in a deep kettle. Add cold water, bacon or ham hock,
vegetables, and spices. Simmer, covered, over low heat 2-3 hours.
4) Serve garnished with green onions, minced bacon bits or diced ham or croutons.

Shop Local at the River Raisin Trade Depot!
Stop in the gift shop at the visitor center that raises funds for the Foundation.
You'll find Michigan art, jewelry, candles, puzzles, games, books, National Park
and Michigan food items. Gift Shop is open during Visitor Center hours, 10am
to 5pm, 7 days a week.

January 8, 1815  Battle of New Orleans
January 9, 1813  Great Britain declares war on the United States
January 18, 1813  The first Battle of the River Raisin
January 22, 1813 The second Battle of the River Raisin

*Read about the Battles of the River Raisin in the book "Invaded on All Sides" by author
and local historian Ralph Naveaux available in the River Raisin Trade Depot gift shop!

How can you help?
 
Without you, we can't accomplish our goals  to provide a world class
educational experience to connect the past to our shared future. Thank you
to all of our Foundation members and donors and partner organizations for
being an integral part of our success.

Whether you become a member or provide a one time donation, you are
contributing to building the soon to open Education Center, providing
programming, and giving vital operational funding so we can continue to
seek grants and create inclusive opportunities for all who visit the park.
Please consider a donation or annual membership to the River Raisin
National Battlefield Park Foundation online www.thebattlefield.org or call us
at (734) 243-7136.
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Click on image to learn more.

Do you like Archery or
Axe Throwing? 

We are looking for Archery or Axe
Throwing coaches for the
Foundation range inside the
Education Center.  We will train the
right volunteers to help us offer these
programs in 2024!

Contact:
info@battlefieldfoundation.org or call
(734) 243-7136 ext 171.

Won't you be a MEMBER?
Invite a friend to join the Foundation.  Memberships fund our educational and programming
efforts of the River Raisin National Battlefield Park and operational funding. This includes the
under-construction Education Center inside the Visitor Center. Exclusive Members Only events
showcase our progress and offer special themed activities. Membership benefits include 10%
discount in the River Raisin Trade Depot Gift Shop, Major's Expose Newsletter, and event ticket
discounts.  Help us reach our goal to grow membership in 2024! Forward this newsletter to a
friend and ask them to join the Foundation!
Contact the Foundation for Gift Memberships at info@battlefieldfoundation.org or call (734) 243-
7136 ext. 171.

Become a member here
www.thebattlefield.org

 

Volunteers Wanted
The River Raisin National Battlefield Park Foundation is always looking for volunteers.
Opportunities would involve assisting with the gift shop, field trips, building exhibits,
maintenance and more!  If you are a former educator, we have many options as our
mission is education!  All volunteers are subject to the National Park Service volunteer
guidelines including a background check. Visit www.thebattlefield.org to apply.

About the River Raisin National
Battlefield Park Foundation

The mission of the River Raisin National
Battlefield Park Foundation is to build
enduring, diverse relationships through a
world-class experience that shares the
untold stories of the Battles and their
aftermath inspiring conversation,
understanding, and respect.

The River Raisin National Battlefield Park Foundation is the
nonprofit partner of the National Park Service dedicated to
preserving and enriching the River Raisin National Battlefield Park
with expertise, private funding and in-kind support for
development, construction and restoration projects. To learn more
and to support our mission please visit/contact us:
www.thebattlefield.org
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